WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. An electronic key system for use in a vehicle 
having an accessory, the electronic key system comprising: 

5 a electronic key; 

a control unit arranged in the vehicle to perform 
wireless communication with the electronic key; 

an input device arranged in one of the electronic key 
and the vehicle to input identification information; 
10 a first verification device connected to the input 

device to compare the input identification information with 
pre-registered identification information; 

a restriction information generation device connected 
to the first verification device, wherein when the input 
15 identification information matches the pre-registered 
identification information, operation restriction 
information for designating an operation of the vehicle and 
the accessory that is to be restricted is registerable in 
the restriction information generation device; 
20 a second verification device arranged in the control 

unit and storing reference specific code, wherein the second 
verification device compares specific code registered in the 
electronic key with the reference specific code; and 
a restriction control device for restricting the 
25 operation designated by the operation restriction 

information when the specific code matches the reference 
specific code. 

2. The electronic key system according to claim 1, 
30 wherein the input device is an individual identification 

device for detecting a distinctive bodily feature of an 
individual, and the pre-registered identification 
information is an pre-registered distinctive bodily feature, 



25 



and wherein the first verification device compares the 
distinctive bodily feature detected by the individual 
identification device with the pre-registered distinctive 
bodily feature to determines whether the detected 
distinctive bodily feature matches the pre-registered 
distinctive bodily feature. 

3. The electronic key system according to claim 2, 
wherein the distinctive bodily feature is a fingerprint. 

4. The electronic key system according to claim 1, 
wherein the electronic key system includes a master key and 
a sub-key, which is used in lieu of the master key. 

5. The electronic key system according to claim 4, 
wherein the sub-key includes the restriction information 
generation device. 

6. The electronic key system according to claim 5, 
wherein the sub-key includes the individual identification 
device and the first verification device. 

7. The electronic key system according to claim 1, 
wherein the restriction information generation device, the 
identification device, and the first verification device are 
arranged in the vehicle. 

8. An electronic key system for use in a vehicle 
having a plurality of accessories, the electronic key system 
comprising : 

a communication circuit arranged in the vehicle to 
output a request signal by means of wireless communication; 
a electronic key that communicates with the 
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communication circuit; 

an input device arranged in the electronic key for 
inputting individual identification information; 

a first verification device connected to the input 
5 device to verify the input individual identification 
information with registered individual identification 
information of an authorized owner; 

a restriction information generation device connected 
to the first verification device, wherein the restriction 
10 information generation device registers operation 

restriction information for designating at least one 
operation, which is to be restricted, among operations of 
the vehicle and the accessories when the input individual 
identification information and the registered individual 
15 identification information match, the operation restriction 
information being output by means of wireless communication 
from the electronic key in response to the request signal; 
and 

a restriction control device connected to the 
20 communication circuit and the accessories to receive the 
operation restriction information via the communication 
circuit and restricting the at least one operation 
designated by the operation restriction information. 

25 9. The electronic key system according to claim 8, 

wherein the electronic key has an ID code and outputs the ID 
code by means of wireless communication when receiving the 
request signal, and the restriction control device unlocks a 
door of the vehicle when the door of the vehicle is locked 

30 and the received ID code is an authorized one. 

10. The electronic key system according to claim 8, 
wherein the individual identification information is a 
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fingerprint . 



11. The electronic key system according to claim 8, 
wherein the electronic key is a sub-key, which is used in 
5 lieu of a master key. 



12. An electronic key system for use in a vehicle 
having a plurality of accessories, the electronic key system 
comprising : 

10 a communication circuit arranged in the vehicle to 

output a request signal by means of wireless communication; 

a electronic key that communicates with the 
communication circuit; 

an input device arranged in the vehicle for inputting 

15 individual identification information; 

a first verification device connected to the input 
device to verify the input individual identification 
information with registered individual identification 
information of an authorized owner; 

20 a restriction information generation device connected 

to the first verification device, wherein the restriction 
information generation device registers operation 
restriction information for designating at least one 
operation, which is to be restricted, among operations of 

25 the vehicle and the accessories when the input individual 
identification information and the registered individual 
identification information match; and 

a restriction control device connected to the 
restriction information generation device and the 

30 accessories, receiving the operation restriction information 
via the communication circuit, and restricting the at least 
one operation designated by the operation restriction 
information . 
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13. The electronic key system according to claim 12, 
wherein the electronic key is a sub-key, which is used in 
lieu of a master key. 

5 

14. The electronic key system according to claim 13, 
wherein the sub-key has an ID code and outputs the ID code 
by means of wireless communication when receiving the 
request signal, and the restriction control device unlocks a 

10 door of the vehicle when the door of the vehicle is locked 
and the received ID code is an authorized one. 



15. The electronic key system according to claim 12, 
wherein the individual identification information is a 
15 fingerprint. 



29 



